
New Jersey Counts 2020

1



Census Ambassador!
Spread the word on why the Census matters: 

• Post flyers where people in the community can see 

• Talk to your neighbors and friends about the Census 

• Post to social media groups about the Census 

• Drop off flyers at houses of worship, YMCA, and community 
centers for people to pick up and to take home! 

• Introduce yourself with “I’m with ATNJ Education Fund, a 
Partner with the Census Bureau.”
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Topics for Today:
• Census 101:  what, how, why, when  

• Challenges to a Complete Count in NJ 

• How to Get Involved 

• Q & A



Here’s what it looks like!
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What

How

Why









Census 101

Safe



New Jersey get almost $23 billion each year in funding. 

Our fair share of funding depends on an accurate Census 
count.



Our Slice 
of the Pie

Funds not received 
in one state or area 
due to an 
undercount are 
distributed to all 
other states and 
areas.



Examples of how the Census data is used

• Residents:  to support community initiatives involving 
legislation, quality-of-life, and consumer advocacy. 

• Businesses:  to decide where to build factories, 
offices, and stores which create jobs. 

• Local governments:  public safety and emergency 
preparedness 

• Real estate developers:  to build new homes and 
revitalize old neighborhoods.



When?

• Crucial self-response time 
is March-April


• Census Day - April 1, 
2020 

• Apportionment counts 
sent to the President by 
Dec 31, 2020


• Redistricting courts sent to 
the states by March 31, 
2021



When?



How?



Review:  How Do I Complete My Questionnaire?

There will be three ways to complete the Census: 

1. Online   

2. Phone 

3. Mail



What WON’T the Census ask?

• U.S. Census Bureau will NEVER ask for 
your: 

• Social security number 

• Money 

• Donations 

• Bank and credit card information 



Language Support

In addition to English, people can respond to the Census online or by phone 
in 12 different languages: 

• Spanish 

• Chinese 

• Vietnamese 

• Korean 

• Russian 

• Arabic 

The paper form will be available in English and Spanish.

! Tagalog

! Polish

! French

! Haitian Creole

! Portuguese

! Japanese



Do not fear!

"When the Census Bureau receives the records, they are stripped of all personal identifiable information and are used for statistical 

purposes only while remaining strictly protected under Title 13. By law, the Census Bureau does not share any data protected 

under Title 13 with the states or share personally identifiable information with any government or law enforcement agencies.”

U.S. Census Bureau Statement on State Data Sharing Agreements, October 15, 2019

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2019/state-data-sharing-agreements.html

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2019/state-data-sharing-agreements.html




Challenges to a 
Complete Count in NJ

Where are HTC groups concentrated?



Challenges to a 
Complete Count in NJ What is a hard-to-count (HTC) group?



Young Child 
Undercount

In New Jersey, 27,000 children (5.2%) under 
the age of 5 were undercounted in 2010



Why is There an Undercount of Young Children?

• 4 out of 5 young children are missed 
because the person filling out the form does 
not include them on it.

○ Other reasons young children may be missed:
■ They are more likely to live in a complex household
■ They live in more racially diverse households
■ They live in a non-English speaking household



What is a Complex Household?

Complex Households: 

• Multi-generational households 

• Households with multiple unrelated families. 

• Children living in foster care placements.

This is a fancy way of referring to any household that isn’t 
solely comprised of parent(s) and related children.



Don’t forget the baby!



Important Messages for Parents

1. Infants and young children must be counted no matter their age or 
living arrangement 

1. Count children if they live and sleep at your home most of the time, 
even if the living arrangement is temporary (children in placement) or 
the child is unrelated to you (multi-family dwellings). 

1. A newborn baby should be included on your questionnaire, even 
if they are still in the hospital on April 1.



Next Steps
How can you spread the word about the Census safely? 

- Communicate by phone, email, text, or Facetime, about the importance of 
the 2020 Census


- Let people know that you can complete the Census by phone or online or 
paper questionnaire from the comfort and safety of their home!


- Residents will be able to self-respond by telephone or online in English and 
12 non-English languages.


- When residents receive the U.S. Census Bureau’s letter invitation from 
March 12-20 to respond to the 2020 Census, they can immediately respond 
by telephone or online.  


- Residents don’t need the unique Census ID included in the letter invitation 
to respond. They can respond to the Census without it.  


-



Resources Available
https://www.atnjef.org/2020census 

winn@atnj.org 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/ATNJEF/events/

https://www.atnjef.org/2020census
mailto:winn@atnj.org
https://www.facebook.com/pg/ATNJEF/events/


ATNJEF.org website

http://ATNJEF.org

